
Creative, dedicated experts delivering results you can rely on.

In today’s complex and changing world, businesses 
and government do their best to be prepared for 
worst case scenarios that may impact operations 
and the health and safety of our communities. From 
severe weather to environmental accidents and 
even terrorist attacks, all sectors of our economy 
and society have experienced the challenges of 
overcoming catastrophic events.  

When disaster strikes, TRC has the experience 
and the expertise to address your most difficult 
energy, environmental, pipeline and infrastructure 
challenges. We understand your goals and embrace 
them as our own, applying creativity, integrity 
and dedication to deliver superior results. Our 
multidisciplinary teams of engineers, scientists, 
planners, and compliance professionals leverage 
cutting edge technologies to design solutions that get 
you operational again, faster and efficiently. 

With more than 120 offices nationally, our experts 
are ready to support you, and can be mobilized 
quickly where you need us most. From damage 
assessment to restoration planning, remedial design 
and implementation, spill response and planning, 
construction management, emergency preparedness 
and more, we can help you achieve shorter 
downtimes, faster mobilization, and success in the 
most difficult circumstances. 

The following project examples highlight our disaster 
response solutions and explain how, as trusted 
advisors, TRC helps our clients move forward.  

Proven Experience Supporting  
Disaster Recovery
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PROJECT EXAMPLES

Deepwater Horizon Offshore Rig Explosion  

With unsurpassed capabilities in the field of air quality services, TRC 
supported the response to the Deepwater Horizon offshore oil rig explosion 
in the Gulf of Mexico. Our experts monitored the impacts of burning oil slicks 
and plumes on the ocean surface and provided modeling services to assess 
potential impacts. 

Environmental Emergency Response and Incident Reporting for 
Class I Railroad

TRC is the environmental emergency response consultant for a major Class 
I Railroad in the State of Illinois.  In this role, TRC has established an 
Emergency Response Program that includes coordinating with emergency 
response personnel, performing oversight during site cleanup and remediation, 
conducting investigation and mitigation activities, interacting with regulatory 
agencies, preparing incident reports and closing the site. TRC has a dedicated 
Response Manager, with backup and support personnel, to coordinate with 
the Railroad and/or their emergency responders. TRC’s emergency response 
experience includes cleanups at a wide range of railroad sites including rail 
yards, intermodal facilities, and along main line tracks and railroad right-of-
ways.  

About TRC 

A pioneer in groundbreaking scientific and engineering developments since 
the 1960s, TRC is a national engineering, environmental consulting and 
construction management firm providing integrated services to the power, oil 
and gas, environmental and infrastructure markets. From more than 120 offices 
throughout the U.S., our 4,100 employees serve a broad range of commercial, 
industrial and government clients, implementing complex projects from initial 
concept to operations.
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9/11 

TRC was among the first technical services firms to respond to the needs of 
the City of New York and Consolidated Edison in the aftermath of the World 
Trade Center attack on September 11, 2001. TRC was the lead provider of 
post-attack air monitoring services at Ground Zero. We also provided extensive 
archeological services at the site and within the surrounding community after 
the attack and oversaw decontamination, demolition and disposal of the final 
tower standing, the Deutsche Bank building, in support of re-development 
of the site. TRC assisted numerous high profile clients in Lower Manhattan 
with expert environmental, health and risk assessment services associated 
with evaluation and remediation of impacted properties. TRC served as an 
expert representative for the New York City Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene on the multi-governmental agency World Trade Center Air Quality Task 
Force; implemented the United States Environmental Protection Agency World 
Trade Center Background Study; and served on the expert panel that provided 
peer review of the USEPA Draft Document titled Exposure and Human 
Health Evaluation of Airborne Pollution from the World Trade Center Disaster 
(USEPA/600/R-03/142; July 2003). 

San Bernardino, CA Terrorist Shooting

On December 2, 2015, the County of San Bernardino in south central 
California experienced a terrorist attack where 14 employees lost their 
lives.  Several months later, the County selected TRC as its primary security 
consultant to help them assess and step up their security posture. TRC 
performed security assessments of eight County buildings and created a 
security framework document to govern all aspects of security in the County 
apparatus. The County is using this document to guide future security 
decisions as well as investments.

Hurricane Sandy 
Hurricane Sandy was the deadliest and most destructive hurricane of the 2012 
Atlantic hurricane season, and the second-costliest hurricane in United States 
history. The storm became the largest Atlantic hurricane on record. The National 
Hurricane Center estimates $50B in damage occurred, a total surpassed only by 
Hurricane Katrina. At least 233 people were killed along the path of the storm in 
eight countries. TRC’s engineering and environmental solutions, and our ability to 
mobilize resources quickly, helped our clients to recover faster. 

Utility Storm Survey Assessment

At the peak of the storm, over 10 million customers lost power across the 
Northeast. TRC’s utility support teams responded quickly, sending over 150 
staff into the field to work with our clients. Leveraging energy, environmental 
and infrastructure expertise, including part-time and on-call resources, TRC 
provided assistance to seven major utility companies in four states and across 
12 cities. Solutions included damage assessment, distribution assessment, 
field construction coordination, back office assistance and general storm 
preparedness. TRC helped clients restore operations safely and quickly.

Emergency Response and Clean-up 

Hurricane Sandy caused significant damage to the new construction underway 
at the World Trade Center site. TRC supported the Port Authority of New York 
& New Jersey and others with emergency response and cleanup services. In 
response to extensive flooding in up to 40 vertical feet of subbasement spaces, 
and mold growth concerns, TRC mobilized a staff of air sampling technicians, 
construction inspectors, and industrial hygienists to perform air monitoring 
and moisture mapping for the Port Authority. Our team oversaw cleaning and 
disinfection of plenums and HVAC system ducts, and performed clearance 
sampling, which allowed construction to resume without extensive tear downs.

TRC also mobilized dozens of staff to support utilities with distribution system 
clean up and spill response at flooded substations. Similarly TRC mobilized staff 
to address flood related spills and spill control and prevention for a major oil and 
gas company.  All of this was accomplished while many of TRC’s own offices 
were without power.

Emergency Response Indoor Air Quality

Following Hurricane Sandy’s storm surge, there was extensive flood damage 
to buildings across New York City, and elsewhere. Concerned for the health 
and safety of their tenants, Beacon Capital turned to TRC to provide industrial 
hygiene services and indoor air monitoring solutions for one of their Class A 
buildings in Manhattan. TRC’s national team of experts was on site for Beacon 
within days during the Thanksgiving holiday week. We brought in numerous 
pieces of equipment to start immediate data collection; the power was out and 
the streets were lined with emergency generators. We conducted air sampling 
while the ventilation system was off, once the building systems were activated 
and again when the occupants returned to work.

Our teams developed and performed a sampling program for fungi and 
bacteria, carbon, respirable dust and PM10, dust, CO, CO2, and VOCs, 
including xylene, toluene, ethyl benzene and PAHs. Issues were uncovered 
and eliminated which included an emergency generator to bring exhaust into 
the building. All issues were resolved prior to reoccupancy. As a result of our 
high quality work, TRC now holds an on-call Emergency Response Indoor Air 
Quality contract with Beacon Capital Partners out of their Boston Corporate 
office to assist Beacon address its Environmental Health & Safety concerns 
nationwide.

Emergency Response for Hazardous Waste Spills 

TRC provides ongoing technical field oversight support for chemical, fuel 
and/or biomedical waste spills on or adjacent to State-owned transportation 
facilities in Connecticut. Typically, these events have required immediate 
response by TRC to inspect and evaluate the nature of the incident, and 
oversee and document cleanup work performed by the spill contractor. 
Emergency response actions have included storage tank failures, fuel or 
hydraulic fluid spills from State vehicles, and other perceived emergency 
events. Cleanup efforts may involve removal of the contaminant source, 
product recovery, decontamination of impacted surfaces, and in several 
instances excavation of impacted soils and/or collection of fluids. One of 
TRC’s more complex response assignments involved a potentially-explosive 
atmospheric alarm condition within a subterranean storm sewer vault beneath 
a large public facility.  Following oversight of the response action, which 
involved video inspection, cleanout, and a four-month 24/7 atmosphere 
monitoring program, TRC developed a conceptual design for an active sump 
ventilation and monitoring system.


